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Why a New Text Editor for CPro Release 8.7?

 Security considerations and browser enhancement have driven 
browser developers to steadily remove support for several 
capabilities they once provided

 The browser developers’ removal of support for legacy 
capabilities resulted in decreasing functionality for the rich text 
editor in CompliantPro

 Siemens replaced the rich text editor in R8.7 in order to retain 
and enhance as much of its existing functionality

 The new CKEditor provides almost all legacy functionality and 
offers several significant improvements and richer functionality
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CKEditor User’s Guide

 The Complete CKEditor User’s Guide can be accessed by 
clicking the ? Icon on the right side of the toolbar.

 Click on CKEditor User’s Guide when the About CKEditor dialog 
box appears. 

 You will be presented with a long list of features. Click on the 
desired feature to see a detailed pictorial explanation.

 Note that not all features of CKEditor are contained in 
CompliantPro. You may see features in the CKEditor User’s 
Guide that you will not see in CPro.

 Spell Checking is one feature that is not used in the CKEditor 
with CPro. However, spell check plugins that come with 
browsers do function in the CPro rich text fields. Consult your IT 
department for their availability.  
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Toolbar Comparisons

Editor Toolbar 8.6

Editor Toolbar 8.7
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Text Formatting Enhancements

Font Types are expanded, 
with six new types added to 

original three

Font Size choices are now 
expressed in conventional point 

sizes 

Find, Replace and Select All 
(replaces Clear) 

functionalities are available 
from the toolbar



Restricted © Siemens AG 2016

FCD-0365, v 2 - 07 March 2016Page 7 Siemens PLM Software

Text Formatting Enhancements, cont’d.

Paragraph Formats are similar to those of 
standard word processing programs, and are 

also applied from the toolbar

Block Styles (for paragraphs) and Inline Styles 
(for parts of paragraphs) are easily applied from 

the toolbar
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Text Formatting, cont’d: Applying Font Style and Size

To apply formatting to text which has been 
copy/pasted from MS Word, Select all in the Rich 
Text Field and apply the appropriate font size and 
style to all of the text. 

Note that the overall fonts and style will change, but 
bolded and other paragraph formatting characteristics will 
remain the same. 
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Images: Linking vs. Uploading

Linking images
• Ease of use; no need to upload
• Image resides outside of Cpro

• Can be updated outside of CPro
• Changes will not force versioning

• No direct control of image beyond sizing

CK Editor allows two ways to use images in your CPro pages: linking 
and uploading. There are considerations for both: 

Uploading images
• Need to have 
• Image resides in Cpro

• Updates will need to be made in CPro
• Changes will require versioning

• Complete control of image 

Best Practice: If the image is to be used in a Process Document 
that requires version control, use the upload function



Restricted © Siemens AG 2016

FCD-0365, v 2 - 07 March 2016Page 10 Siemens PLM Software

Image Enhancements: Linking

Linking images are very simple to do: 
• Click the Image Icon on the Toolbar
• Click the Image Info Tab 
• Type or paste the URL for the image 

• (don’t need to click Browse Server)
• Adjust the width, if needed
• Click OK



Restricted © Siemens AG 2016

FCD-0365, v 2 - 07 March 2016Page 11 Siemens PLM Software

Image Enhancements: Uploading

Uploading images is also a simple 
process:
• Click the Upload tab
• Click Choose File button and Browse to 

select the image
• Click Send it to the Server
• Click OK
• Click the Image Info tab to configure the 

image (next slide)

Note: It is best practice to save the document 
before uploading images
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Images: Configuring

To Configure Your Image: 
Right click on the image and select Image Properties. On the 
Image Info tab you can:

• Set the width and height of the image

• Images can also be resized by dragging the corners; the 
padlock feature maintains the correct proportions

• Provide alternative text for visually-impaired users and 
meta-data

• Create a border

• Pick an alignment on the page
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Image Enhancements: Configuring, cont’d.

To Configure Your Image: 
On the Advanced tab:

• Provide a long description

• Set a mouse-over text (in Advisory Title)

• Set language defaults
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Image Enhancements: Configuring, cont’d.

You can always edit any setting after the image has 
been saved by right clicking and selecting Image 

Properties 
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Table Editing

Table editing in CKEditor has several improvements:
• Launched from a single button in the editor toolbar 

• Initial set up includes number of rows and columns, headers, 
width, cell spacing, alignment and captions
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Table Editing, cont’d.

Context menus are available with a right-click from your 
mouse placed within a table
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Browser Specific Right Click Menus

In most browsers, the right-click menus 
appear nicely stacked and easy to navigate. 

In some versions of Internet Explorer, however, the 
right-click menus appear as below. Clicking on the 
options still allows navigation, but the image is not 
as clean. 
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Table Editing, cont’d.

Cell Properties can be set from a right-click 
menu:
• Width and height by % or pixels (to override 

automatic column widths)

• Set word wrap

• Spanned columns or rows

• Background and border colors

• Horizontal and vertical alignments
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Table Editing, cont’d.

Use the Pop-Out button to open the table in a new window for 
easier access; click it a second time to return to the editor.
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In-Line Linking

In-Line Linking Changes
• As with the earlier version, links are added by 

clicking the link icon on the tool bar. 

• CompliantPro items which are linked from the 
document as Associated Items, Hosted Master 
Data, or Actions in Template Layout Sections 
or Line Items will appear in a drop down on the 
Link Info tab as selectable links. 
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In-Line Linking, cont’d.

Other In-Line Links
• Links which are external to CPro may be added by typing or 

pasting the URL in the proper space. 

• Create hyperlinked text by selecting the text, then clicking the 
link icon and pasting or typing the correct URL in place. 

• Click the Target tab to specify how to open the link (the default 
is the current window and not ideal)

• Click OK to complete the link.
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HTML Editor Enhancements

A list of HTML elements used in 
constructing the page are listed on the 
bottom line of the section. 

The native HTML may be inspected and edited when the Source 
button is clicked. Unlike in 8.6, the html is properly formatted in 
indented lines.

Note: The HTML editing option may be turned 
off on an app server instance basis.
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Pasting Formatted Text from Microsoft Word

CKEditor allows you to preserve basic formatting when you paste a text fragment from Microsoft 
Word. It is not meant to be a replacement for Word, and pasting from a formatted document will not 
preserve all the formatting.

What is preserved:
• Text italics, bold, underline and strikeout
• Numbered and bulleted lines
• Indented (quote) blocks
• Tabs
• Table structures
• Comments and anchors

What is not preserved:
• Font type (Times New Roman, etc.)
• Font sizes or colors
• Most paragraph settings (indents, right-

justified)
• Table formatting (except for bold, italics, 

etc.)  
• Page breaks
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Pasting Formatted Text from Microsoft Word, cont’d.

If your browser does not block CKEditor, simply copy what you want from the Word document and paste it into 
the CPro document to preserve as much formatting as possible. 
If your browser does block the CKEditor: copy the text and

Click on the first text editor button and paste the text into the box 
The result will include the formatting described on the previous slide

Click the second button (with the T) and paste the text in the box
All the remaining formatting (and hidden elements) will be removed

Click the third button (with the W) and paste the text in the box 
Note: The result may not be much different from that of the first button. 

Note: The results you get from pasting from Word will depend on your browser settings, and 
should be used with caution: Word may bring in hidden elements (such as form tags used to 

build protected form fields) which render the CPro document inaccessible.
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Enabling Direct Paste into Internet Explorer

Hate this message? You can enable the ability to 
directly paste from MS Word into Internet Explorer by 
changing your security settings. 

Here is a link describing the problem in IE 11: 
http://answers.microsoft.com/en-us/ie/forum/ie11-
iewindows8_1/clipboard-access-in-ie-11/94ab3483-
828a-4e55-974a-cb4cc98e94c7?auth=1

What specific settings you need to change vary from 
browser to browser, but what the message refers to is 
allowing proprietary access to Microsoft Clipboard. If 
you’re interested in enabling MS Clipboard Access in 
your browser, contact your company’s IT help desk.

http://answers.microsoft.com/en-us/ie/forum/ie11-iewindows8_1/clipboard-access-in-ie-11/94ab3483-828a-4e55-974a-cb4cc98e94c7?auth=1
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Text Formatting Issues: Tidying MS Word

The reason for the loss of some formatting when you paste text from Word directly into CK Editor is 
because of functional changes of text markup over the past couple of decades. Today, it’s difficult for any 
WYSIWYG (what you see is what you get) text editor to grapple with import issues around all the 
possible places text can come from. We chose CK Editor because their team is working the issues to 
make that better. What you need to know is:  

• MS Word documents with a long or complicated history in your organization—such as 
process documents that were created before Word 2010 or have special properties such as 
form constructions or protected segments) may have more difficulty with the CK Editor. 

For more information, see the discussion on the StackOverFlow user forum (owned neither by CK Editor 
nor MS Word) to explain it:
• http://stackoverflow.com/questions/28941675/copying-and-pasting-into-ckeditor-from-ms-word

http://stackoverflow.com/questions/28941675/copying-and-pasting-into-ckeditor-from-ms-word
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Text Formatting Issues: Clear All Formatting

To remove all past markup in an MS Word 
document created before MS Word 2010, 

In MS Word (version 2010 or higher), 

• Select the text you want to clear formatting 
from 

• On the Home tab click the Clear All 
Formatting icon

• Then either copy and paste the 
unformatted text into CK Editor and 
format it there; or

• Format the text in Word and copy, paste 
it into the CK Editor



Restricted © Siemens AG 2016

FCD-0365, v 2 - 07 March 2016Page 28 Siemens PLM Software

Correcting Existing Text Issues: Bulleted Lists

In this case, a bulleted list isn't aligned correctly and 
the second lines aren’t indented.

Select the list and then click the numbered list formatting 
button (circled in green below)
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Correcting Existing Text Issues: Paragraphs

There may be extra spaces in the middle of paragraphs 
(which are not always visible) and extra spaces between 
lines. 

Place your cursor at the start of the offending 
space, hold your right button down and drag the 
mouse to the end of the space, then press the 
delete key on your laptop.
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Thank You!

Siemens PLM

24 Hartwell Avenue

Lexington, MA 02421

Phone: +1-781-882-9002

Fax: +1-781-862-9003

Email: support@ibs-ag.com

Internet: www.siemens.com/plm

siemens.com

mailto:support@ibs-ag.com
http://www.siemens.com/plm
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